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Site Applicability 
BC Children’s Hospital       BC Women’s Hospital + Health Centre 

 

Purpose 
To specify Mental Health Act Director and Director Delegates and to aid in the decision making process 
of        who is authorized by Director to sign which Mental Health Act forms. 

 
Practice Level/Competencies 

All Delegates of the Director must complete the following required education: 

 BC Mental Health Ac Education – Pediatric Focus”; or   

 BC Mental Heath Act Education for Nurses, Allied Health & Medical Staff 
 
 

List of Director and Director’s Delegates 
      This list identifies the roles who have been designated by the Psychiatrist-in-Chief that may act under   
                 the authority of a Director’s Delegate. 
 
 
    Mental Health Act Director: 
     Psychiatrist-in-Chief  
               
  Delegates of the Director:  
              Chief Medical Officer  
              Executive Directors, Program Directors, Program Managers (only those Registered with a Professional  
              Regulatory Body)   

                Attending Physician with Admitting Privileges 
                Nurse Practitioner  
                Nursing Leaders:  Clinical Nurse Coordinators, Nurse in Charge, Bed Access Clinical Nurse Coordinators 
                Specially Trained Nursing Staff: Clinical Nurse Educators, Clinical Resource Nurses, Mental Health  
                Nurses in Emergency, Psychiatric Nurse Clinicians, Nurses in Healthy Minds Centre Inpatient Units 
     Midwives 
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Authority of Each 
Delegate: 

 
DIRECTOR  

 

 
CMO 

 
Executive Director, 
Program Director, 
Program Manager 

 

 
Attending 
Physician 

 
NP 

 

Nursing 

Leaders, 

Specially 

Trained 

Nursing Staff, 

and Midwives 

Social 

Worker 

Admitting authority under the MHA (Form 
4.1, 4.2) 

    



 

(4.1 only) 

 

 

Reviewing Authority under the MHA (Form 
4.1 and 4.2, Section 2)_ 

   

(not admitting 
MD) 



  

Authorization for treatment for 
involuntary patients under s. 31(1) 
(Form 5) 

      

Physician’s declaration of patient’s 
capability (Form 5)       

Witness to Request for 
Voluntary Admission (Form 1)       

Extension of period of 
involuntary hospitalization – 
Renewal Certificates s. 24(2)(1) 
(Form 6) 





  



  

Notification of Rights (Form 13 or 14) 
      

Nomination of Near Relative (Form 15) 
      

Notification of near relative of admission s. 
34.2 (Form 16), discharge (Form 17) and 
of review panel hearing (Form 18) 



























(16 only) 



Discharges under s.36 (Form 19) 
      

 
Leave Authorization under s. 37 (Form 
20) and assignment of additional 
Director’s Functions 

















  

Developed By 
BCCH and BCW Mental Health Act Governance Committee 
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Version History 
DATE DOCUMENT NUMBER and TITLE ACTION TAKEN 

07-Jan-2020 C-0506-14-60528 Mental Health Act: Involuntary Admissions: C&W 
Delegation Matrix 

Approved at: C&W Best Practice 
Committee 

03-Oct-2023 “ “ 

 

  



MENTAL HEALTH ACT: INVOLUNTARY ADMISSIONS: 

C&W DELEGATION MATRIX 

REFERENCE TOOL 

C-0506-14-60528 
Page 4 of 2 

Published Date: 18-Oct-2023 
Review Date: 18-Oct-2026  

This is a controlled document for BCCH& BCW internal use. Refer to online version. Print copy may not be current. See Disclaimer at the end of the document. 

 

 

 
References  

British Columbia Ministry of Health. (2005, April 4). Guide to the Mental Health Act. 
http://www.health.gov.bc.ca/library/publications/year/2005/guide-mental-health-act.pdf 

British Columbia Ministry of Health. (2020, December 9). Standards for Operators and Directors of 
Designated Mental Health Facilities. https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/managing-your-
health/mental-health-substance-use/mental-health-standards.pdf 

Government of British Columbia. (2023, March 29). The Mental Health Act. 
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/00_96288_01 

 

 
Disclaimer 
This document is intended for use within BC Children’s and BC Women’s Hospitals only. Any other use or reliance is at 
your sole risk. The content does not constitute and is not in substitution of professional medical advice. Provincial Health 
Services Authority (PHSA) assumes no liability arising from use or reliance on this document. This document is protected 
by copyright and may only be reprinted in whole or in part as per the Terms of Use on the website. 
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